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A SPECIAL NEWSLETTER - FOR SUBSCRIBERS ONLY ^BH^r 

Here's to the future 




Welcome lo another specialty 
hand-crafted edition of 
Biicksliigf - die newsletter 
dedicated In subscribers of 

.\mi/rii l-\irmiil - and welcome lo I lie first .W-'iii 
the new year. A year which will, hi >|x fully. ii-e 
an end to the many problems that have 
dogged the Amiga during 1994. 

My personal wishes for the Amiga over 
the mining] u.u ohdouslv include a successful 
take-over of Commodore -and ihc sooner ihe 
better. AJthongh it's still a two-horse race 
between the Commodore UK crew and 
( amove Equipment International of Miami, I 
can't help bin favour the UK management 
team's buy-out. 



II has worked hard to 
n and help the Amiga line grow while 
the US-based company did little but make had 

derisions and lose .-v. And si me I lie 

Amiga hcaitlaml i- now the IK and Europe, il 
seems only tight that things should be 
controlled from this territory instead of 
thousands of miles away in the- I'uiied Stales, 
where only a handful ofAmigas are in use. 
(Of course, if CEI win I guess I'll be forced to 
IK all ihe iv.iv Mill lo Miami [o -peak lo ihem. 
Huh... hummer.) 

Once the Amiga is back in proriur 



THE AMIGA FORMAT 
ANNUAL 1995 



ikers of Amiga Format comes 100 pages packed 
to the brim with more information than you'll know what to 
do with. There's a round-up of all the best hardware and 
serious software that has featured in AF over the last couple 
of years. There's the top 20 Amiga and CD* 3 games of 1994. 
There's the answers to your most frequently asked 
questions. And there's a look back at the highs and lows of 
Amiga format 1 s year. 

Do your Amiga a favour, buy a copy of the Amiga Format 
Annual 1995. your complete buyer's guide. 

On sale now! 
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the A1L1IHJ needs to go back on sale as soon as 
possible: even week- sees another, cheaper I't ', 
in the shops and another store that's decided 
to give the Apple Mac some shelf space. 

But the A1200 is still the only affordable 
home computer that caters for everyone. 
True. PCs are powerful, hut they're still pi it cv 
and are the least usei liieudK machine I've 

"Compared to the likes of 

Sega's Saturn and the 

Sony PlayStation, the 

CD 32 is a board game." 

ever had the displeasure lo use. 1 loath them 
and never intend buying one. 

Once the Ai200 starts flooding back on to 
the market (preferahly with some decent 
advertising to back it up) I'm confident that 
we'll see the Amiga become a major High 
Street presence again - certainly the public 
an- naming for it. 



But it needs CD-ROM and il needs il 
badly. CD-ROM has captured the imagination 
of the computer consumer and if the Amiga 
wants to compete il needs CD-ROM. Third 

pat i\ drives are ( IK, but «i people (myself 

included I always I eel safe I buying I lie 'official ' 
kit; we need the CD-1200 on shelves or. 
preferably, an A1200 with built-in CD drive. 

And sod the Full Motion Video cartridge 
- MPEC1 technology is already outmoded; 
Video CD is an intermediate technology. 
While I'lnhp-. push hliiidK ahead with their 
Video CD. the majni |apanese manufacturers 
are already working on High Density CD 
(HDCD), which can hold four times the 
amount of information. MPEC1 is only of 
comparable quality to VI IS, and it's obvious 
thai many coin panics don't feel lh.it it's good 
enough lo develop lor. 

And considering the lack of compatible 
software - especially games - why the hell is it 
playing such a major role in the Amiga CD- 

i back page 



AMfgA Subscribers' video offer 



CREDIT CARD 

HOTLINE 01225 822511 



Buy any two Amiga Format videos 
for only £19.95 and any additional 
ones for just £9.99 each! 

(Including postage and packing) 

Take advantage of our enclusive-to-subscribers offer of two videos for the 
special price of £ 19.95 (normal price £29.98). Additional videos cost just 
£9.99 each. Check out our range of Amiga Format videos in this month's 
issue, then send in the coupon you'll find over the page. 




Subscribers' 
Superdisk 

Jason Holborn has put together another fabulous 
collection of programs for your Superdisk. 
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TOP HAT WILLY 

Throwing ;i pain is all well .mil good hm when 
the tun stops, lilt' cleaning up liegins. Top Hill 

Willi cujois ,1 K"inl p.u ts as nun ti .ii [he- riesi 
[ii.iii Inn hi- lull 1 ' basing to Mi.lv lip. Bui iht- 
nrohli'iii is I hi" Willi's parlies .in- prctiv wild - 

i Ii'.iii up lli. in .1 lev. i inply ■ .in- .nut ii isp 

packets, Ami, being a bii of a battieaxe, Willv's 

liiiiiscki-i|K-i c.tiegoiic.illv refuses la let him 
sleep until rvciy single scrap of rubbish has 
been lidied up. 

If you're .i computet veteran, you've 
probably already worked out thai Top Hal 
Hitfy is a not-vrrv-well-disguised Amiga 
conversion ipf I hi- 1 lassie K-hil platform game. 
Jrl Sri Wilh. Lousy pint aside, ihe idea is lo 
guide our hero, Willy, through perilous 



i* found Top n..i Witty on a PD disk. 

platform anion collecting the litile Hashing 
piles ill rubbish scattered ihroiighnul ihe 
game. Tlie plav area is spread across a number 
ol li« at ions ihiough which you can freely 
no hi- bin Ltvarik .mil Inrwards. [he heari ol' 
the game lakes place in Willy's own mansion 
bin you ran also go outside (indeed, you start 
the game next to a lake in Willy's back 
U.i i [leu) .mil I'm- ii explore ihe various \aiili.s 
and caves below ihe mansion. 

This is no ordinary clean up job, however 
Willi's house has been left so dirly that 
ordinary household items and many of the 
house's inhabitants have mutated ink) 
monsiiis, all "I "hii.li give Wills a haul lime 
if he is unlucky enough (o nin into one of 
ihem. To evade these mutants. Willy can 
jump from platform to platform and drop 



down to lower platfoirns. Willy's no 
Superman, though, so don't let him fall loo 
far or the forte of the impact i. ill mould him 
into a pancake. 

SUPERVIEW 

In an iile.i! world, even coinpulei 
manufacturer and software vcndoi would 
agree on common file formals li.i ipedfil 
lvp< s ol ilal.i - theie Mould lie one formal lor 
pictures, another I'm animal ions ami si. on. 
Mrliimgli [hi- i- I. u m h inn' mi, mi; Amiga 
di vilopci- [isn't IH- great] i . us 10 impoii files 
from other platforms (such as PC. and Mac I 
anil life starts to gel very difficult indeed, 
Sav, for example, villi waillrd to load a 

|p i r- nni hail nij il hum a 1 1 icnil's l'( 

into your Amiga so that you roiild edii it in 





DHnini. Unless you fan afford a dedicated 
image piotessing program like ASDC.'s Art 
Dipartmmi Prqfiasmutl, you'll never get lll'an 
tO load Ihc image unless il was stored in II. B 
in the liist place. Thanks to Su/mlW', 
hoiM-iri , .ill viiiii ini.ii;<- | ii'ii! ill -it is ,ii i- sulu-il 
SuprrVini- is primal ilv a tool designed H> 
enable yon to view pictures on your Amiga 
without having to reson to a painl program 
like IH'iiinl. \ hilike similar programs, howcvc 
V«/«l'j™<an handle an array Of different 
image formats - GIF. PCX, JPEG, BMP and 
Targa bring jiisl lire of ihe more common 
formats dial the program supports, Vou can 
.ilv i HiiiH-ii between these formats mi there': 
no reason whatsoever why you can't use 
SuprtVitW to translate your friend's PCX 
images 10 Amiga IFF lor 





Before you can run SufurVieui, a number of 
library tiles need 10 he installed cm unit 
Workbench. Don't worry - tttii isn't at all 
painful. Bool Workbench, load a Shell window 
and enter the following command. 



LASTALERT2 

A crashed Amigaisfrnstrating.il the Iw-sl of 
I tines In it wouldn't ii Ih- nice if vou actually 
knew what had caused the crash? 

t )K, so your Amiga does attempt to 

provide you with a little hii of information 

whenever the dreaded Software Failure 
requester appears, but ihe numbers that art 
displayed arc i.m-h ol use unless vmi've 
memorised the entire contents of the ROM 
Kernel manuals. 

ljuL\lnt2 Ls a utility thai aims to lei you 
know ( v.iclh what went wrong whenever voui 
Annua Hashes ii-int! something lh.it is s.nlh 
lacking It. mi most ol ihe \.miga"> < Ipei ,111111; 
System - plain English. 

Simply copy the ljutAlnt2 program into 
your WBStartUp drawer and then whenever a 




crash occurs, a window is displayed nit the 
Workbench as soon as your Amiga reboots 
I mi saining all soils of useful information - 
such as the (.urn iode. what piogr.uu c ausrd 
the crash and (best ol all) a slum desi riptinn 
of what actually happened. 

It's a bit like rlosing the gate after the 
horse has bolted - hul at least you'll know 

BARCLOCK 

I other hwi H«dn*sdan 19-Hov-M H:2S:5Se 







n-,pi.i, 



Vou don't need a degree in catering 

■ i nut Win cut I II 'W - IA) to work mil whin 

Sa rCfer* does - yep, it's a clock program. 

Its mil just am old 1 1 oik program, 
however. No sirce. Hmi'Jotk is a combined 
clock calendar commodity for Workbench 
'-'.n-!i.i.-cd Atnig.is that ilispl.ivs In lib the time 
and dale on ihe right-hand side of the 
Wo ll hem Ii litleh.il. 

One ol the mini impressive ..spec ts ol 
liwi limb is ihe exlent lo which il allows vou to 
customise what il displays in the Workbench 
tillebai. Simply liv amending the program's 
ToolTypes. you can easily toggle whether 
lliiil'Jiiili displays the ible/ilav. whether it uses 
a 1 2 or 24 hour clock, whether it should 
display seconds and so on. 





and give us CD-ROM. Hot*. 

Thirdly, the CD** nerds a facelift. Let's 
be honest: it's the ugliest machine on the 
market, with the possihle exception of (he 
ludicrously-shaped Atari Jaguar. The CI)''- has 
1 1]. pied a popular and ahle lonsole, bill unless 
us in die over ihe nrxt vear ii needs In look 
die pal i and it needs some killer games. 

Ihe KMV port would also he much heller 
ulilised by having an upgrade cartridge wilb 
sonic decent hardware in ii. Compared to die 
likes of Sega's Saturn and the Sony 
PlayStation, die CD" is a board game - sorrv. 
but the truth hurls. 

The Mow Amiga ( lo. (lor want of a better 
name) will need to develop a CD 8 * Mkll at 
some point. And if the custom silicon could 
be slotted into existing t :D M s - as with the 
Mega Drive's 32X expansion - it would give 
them a much stiongeT platform with whii 1) lo 
attack the market. Him il the Civ'- is -.till on 



going u 

Indeed. K&l) is going to he vital for ihe 
future sin i ess ol llic entire ^niiga line: and 
hard coimnitnient lo R&D is needed lo 
ensure continued confidence in the Amiga 
community - ihe users, the software 
producers and hardware manufacturers. 

VVhalciei slia|«: or tot in the next 
generation of Amigas may take, whether 
they're RIS( . bused in nut. I believe I lull any 
new hardwaie imisi be unveiled - or at least 
have the technical specs revealed - before the 
eiidol ihisveai When cuiiipiuci i.-ihn<>logi 
i- nil Hint; ;il sin h a pace, the Amiga sinipK 
can 'I afford to be seen to be standing still 
while other platforms embrace and exploit 
the new s|H'cilications. 

I also think it would be a good idea to 
license the Amiga technology to oilier 
in. m ul. n Mirers. «*■ dial, as wild l'< .-, loll could 
buy an Am -I tad Amiga, oi a Hewlett I'ai kaid 



manufacture an IBM-compatible 
machine. Then-tore the consumer has a far 
greater choice ol hardware, there are more 
ni,n bines on the shelves with more 
advertising, and [he machines are more 
roinpetiiivelv priced. 

Wouldn't it be great lo see differently 
branded AtOCHls silting alongside - and 
consequently stealing the limelight from - 
their PC counterparts? 

Wh.ueiei happens I've got absolutely ii" 
doubi thai 199.T is going lo lie a very 
interesting year! <5 




AMKgA Video offer order form 

Please send ™ the following two videos far Please make cheques payable to Future Publishing Ltd 
only £19 9$ and any additional videos for just £9 99 (please tick) 

Get The Most Out Of Personal Paint AF0001 J 

Introduction To The A1200 AF0002 """* 

Guide To A1ZD0 Hard Drives _ ATO003 Addrat* 

Upgrading Your Machine AF0004 

Musk-X Tutorial AF0005 L3 

Guide To Multimedia AF0006 U Port cod. 

AF0007: 

AFOOOe i 



Photocopy 
this form 



Beginner's Guide To Desktop Video _ 
Advanced Guide To Desktop Video 
Get The Most Out Of ClariSSA 



_AF0009 J Signature 



Method of payment (r. 
Credit card no 



ACCESS CHEQUE 



Mow send this form to Future Publishing, FREEPOST 
(BS4900), Somerton, Somerset TA11 6BR. 



